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~ Sales Fight Abuse

Kenyan Women Create, Sell Beaded Jewelry
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Sales Fight Abuse of Women
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Threatensd by men jealous
of their success, they formed
their own village io protect
themselves, building dang-
roafl huis made of sticks and
mud. Theres = no slectricity
af running water. Lolosodi
received death threats.

“The men were laughing
wt us,” she said, “They think
wi were stupid. Our lifestyle
started io become betier
hecanse (tourists) bay our
things and we gel food. Some
of the woman were walking
arcund naked. They wouldn't
commes out of their homes

“The men becams jeal-
ois; they started sttacking
our village,” she continuwed.
“The palice were not dolng
anything.”

Oince treated as Hvestock,
today the women enjoy the
protection of thelr sons.
Before, they couldn't sleep
bocanse someone ahways
hiad to be ot the lookout, she
explained. This marks Lolo-
=0li's first vear at this week-
end’s Sixth Annual Santa Fe
International Folk Art Mar-
ket She’ll be selling the jew-
olry — rings. bracelets, belts,
necklaces and he
— af the 48 women living
in her village. All procesds
will return 1o Kenva with
her. The women will use the
money 1o buy food and healkih
care and to support a schoal

for 120 children.

Lolosoli's {5 one of 36 ari-
is18's ce-ops and organiza-
tHons representing more than
000 artieis at the festivithes.
This year's rosler represenis
47 natbons, including first
timers ke Barking Faso,
Indonesia and the Palestin-
ian Terribories.

Samburu girls learn bead-
;nlg from the time they are

enotigh to thread & hess-
die. Lolosoli learned from her
owh mother at age 6. Girls
musk be proficient by the age
of 15 in order to attract a hus-
band. The people wear the
elaborate jewelry every day.

“This is the beadwork of
the Samburn,” Lolosoll said,
“It's part of our country. If
youl don’t have i, it 1 as il
woul are naked.”

Teirs agn, women Sirng
seeds instead of beads. Today
they use beads carved from
seashells, stringing them on
metal wire. Then they add
accents of metal discs and
buttons. Different 4
denote & "s mge; dif-
ferent reflect spacific
meanings. White symbaolizes
women's milk. red
blood. Green reflects

and prayers,
inee 1990, Umaoja has
multiplied into more than 80
local support groups address-
ing human rights issues
encompassing HIV/AITIS,
forced female genital mati-

lation and abuse, Sambury
women are among the most
marginaltzed in Kenya.

“We can't even eat food
efore our husbands,” Lolo-
soli sabd, “And we are polyvga-
mMous 80 Yol never know
when he comes. That's why
women are very skinny. We
have no rlghts to land.”

When the market ends,
Lolasoll will return home to
her own fMive chikdren and the
six she has sdopied becase
they were orphaned by ATDS,

“We just share what we
have,” she said. “Women,
thiy were looking old
because of their problems.
When they got fed, they start-
ed looking their age"™

A traditional Sambur wife
wears only the necklaces her
hnshand gives her as a sign
of her worth to him. These
womens adorn themsshves
with as many as they want,

I 2008, Oprah Winfirey
cammissioned a specially
designed Umodn bracelet sold
throagh Macy’s. No one iz
making a profit except the
WL

Today Lolosoll wears a
headband sprouting a muli-
poinded metal medallion that
dangles on her forchead.

Thi ornament Serves i a
reminder of her true worth.

“This means we are from
the star, that we are connect-
ed to God.” she explained.



